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The Church in Acts
Week 5: The Gospel and Opposition 
Acts 3 and 4



The Church in Acts: Foundation for  
Mission and Community



“But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Acts 1:8 ESV



… And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved. 

Acts 2:47 ESV



But many of those who had heard the word 
believed, and the number of the men came to 
be about five thousand. 

Acts 4:4 ESV



Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or 
why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we have made him walk? The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified 
his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over 
and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he 
had decided to release him. 

Acts 3:12-13 ESV



And his name – by faith in his name – has 
made this man strong whom you see and 
know, and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given the man this perfect health in the 
presence of you all. 

Acts 3:16 ESV



And leaping up he stood and began to walk, 
and entered the temple with them, walking 
and leaping and praising God. 

Acts 3:8 ESV



Sin is the best news there is, the best news there 
could be in our predicament. Because with sin, 
there’s a way out. There’s the possibility of 
repentance. You can’t repent of confusion or 
psychological flaws inflicted by your parents – 
you’re stuck with them. But you can repent of 
sin. Sin and repentance are the only grounds for 
hope and joy – the grounds for reconciled, joyful 
relationships. You can be born again. 

John Alexander 



And now brothers, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what 
God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, 
that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 
Repent therefore, and turn back, that your 
sins may be blotted out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord, that he may send the Christ appointed 
for you, Jesus…. 

Acts 3:17-20 ESV



And you, who were dead in your trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made alive together with him, having forgiven 
us all our trespasses, by canceling the record 
of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 
cross. 

Colossians 2:13-14 ESV



For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. 

Romans 1:16 ESV



About this we have much to say, and it is hard 
to explain, since you have become dull of 
hearing. For though by this time you ought to 
be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
again the basic principles of the oracles of 
God. You need milk, not solid food, for 
everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the 
word of righteousness, since he is a child.



But solid food is for the mature, for those who 
have their powers of discernment trained by 
constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil. 

Hebrews 5:11-14 ESV



And as they were speaking to the people, the 
priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed 
because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead. And they arrested them and put them in 
custody until the next day, for it was already 
evening….



And on the next day their rulers and elders 
and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 
with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and 
John and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. And when they had set 
them in the midst, they inquired, “By what 
power or by what name did you do this?” 

Acts 4:1-7 ESV



If the world hates you, know that it has hated 
me before it hated you. If you were of the 
world, the world would love you as its own; 
but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you. Remember the word that I 
said to you: “A servant is not greater than his 
master. If they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you.” 

John 15:18-20 ESV



Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we 
are being examined today concerning a good 
deed done to a crippled man, by what means 
this man has been healed, let it be known to 
all of you and to all the people of Israel that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God has raised from the 
dead – by him, this man is standing before you 
well. 



This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by 
you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men and women by which we 
must be saved. 

Acts 4:8-12 ESV



And there is salvation in no one else for there 
is no other name under heaven given among 
men and women by which we must be saved. 

Acts 4:12 ESV

I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father but through Me. 

John 4:16 ESV



Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John, and perceived that they were uneducated, 
common men, they were astonished. And they 
recognized that they had been with Jesus. But 
seeing the man who was healed standing 
beside them, they had nothing to say in 
opposition. But when they had commanded 
them to leave the council, they conferred with 
one another, saying, “What shall we do with 
these men?



For that a notable sign has been performed 
through them is evident to all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. But in 
order that it may spread no further among the 
people, let us warn them to speak no more to 
anyone in his name.

Acts 4:13-17 ESV



And when they had prayed, the place in which 
they were gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak the word of God with 
boldness. 

Acts 4:31 ESV



Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger 
men and women. Do not pray for tasks equal 
to your powers. Pray for power equal to your 
tasks.  

Philip Brooks




